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Rising gas prices leave consumers looking for options.
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* Event Announcements

Everyone knows that gasoline prices are on the rise. And while
you can't do much about the prices, you can use fuel wisely.
Fortunately, saving gas is truly painless.

When starting your car, make sure the air conditioner is turned off. The extra
load of the compressor wastes gas at the worst possible time — during cold
startup. Highest pollution occurs during the first 30 seconds of engine operation,
too, so let the engine idle for 30 seconds or so before driving the car. This gives
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the catalytic converter time to warm up.

Keep your tires at proper inflation pressures.“Soft” tires produce more rolling
resistance and waste gas, and seriously under-inflated tires can fail suddenly.

At stop lights, shift your automatic transmission into Neutral. This removes
the load against the torque converter and allows the engine to idle freely.

Don’t use cruise control in hilly terrain. The cruise control system will try to
maintain set speed going up steep inclines, often pushing the engine to full
throttle. It’s more economical to sacrifice some uphill speed by holding the gas
pedal at an intermediate position.

Never rest your left foot on the brake pedal. This not only wastes gasoline by
retarding the car’s forward motion, it can also overheat the brake components
and cause premature wear or failure.

Make sure to have scheduled tune-ups performed on time. Dirty air filters

and worn spark plugs are gasoline thieves.

>>insurance

Saving money on aulo insurance may be easier than you think.
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A Several things can cause this, and none of them is good.
» Warped disc brake rotor(s)
» Malfunctioning ABS sensor

» Defective tire or irregular tire wear

As cooler temperatures arrive, it’s wise to check your tire

» Worn ball joint(s) and/or tie rod end(s) pressure.

Tire Care

Any one of these could be a serious safety problem. You should

bring your car in for inspection and repair immediately.

Among the first things high school

Seven TipS to Save on AUto Insurance physics students learn are Charles’s

. . Law and Boyle’s Law.
You may not realize it, but the rates you pay for car insurance

. . . What, you ask, does that have to do
can vary dramatically depending on the insurance company,

with you and your car?
agent or broker you choose, the coverage you request, and the

Well, as the days become cooler, the
kind of car you drive. Listed below are a number of things you ’

. air in your tires also cools.Thanks to
can do to lower your insurance costs.

. . Charles and Boyle, we know that
1. Comparison shop. Prices for the same coverage can vary

reducing the temperature of any gas in
by hundreds of dollars from one company to another. & . Y8

a container reduces its pressure.
2. Select higher deductibles. By requesting higher I

Think of your tires as containers. Air
deductibles on collision and comprehensive (fire and theft) ’

. is a gas. When the temperature drops,
coverage, you can lower your costs substantially.

.. . . . so does the air pressure.Tires that were
3. Eliminate collision and comprehensive coverage on

. . properly inflated when it was 90
older cars. The annual premiums plus deductibles may add properly

) degrees outside could be under-inflated
up to more than an older car is worth.

at 60 degrees.
4. Eliminate duplicate medical coverage. If you have o desrees

Because tires are flexible, they
adequate health insurance, you may be paying for duplicate ’

. . . require proper pressure to maintain
medical coverage in your auto policy.

) ; their shape and perform as designed.
5. Take advantage of “low mileage” discounts. Some : : ¢

. . . . Under-inflated tires can flex too much,
companies offer discounts to motorists who drive fewer

) ) which can lead to a blowout.
than a predetermined number of miles each year.

; . . Get an “A” in safety. Check your tire
6. Check with your insurer to make sure you are getting any ’
i i i pressures regularly. <
discounts that apply if your car has automatic seat belts

and/or air bags, anti-lock brakes, and anti-theft devices.
7. Other discounts may be available to you. Some insurers > > f a Ct

offer discounts for more than one car, no accidents or traffic

citations in three years, drivers over 50 years of age, auto

and homeowner insurance with the same company,

completion of driver training courses, and good grades for

students.

Source: Insurance Information Institute, 110 William Street, New York, NY 10038
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